BURTON INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY

2016-17
Mrs. Krishnan’s 8th and 7th Grade- ELA
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Dear Students,

             First, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to a new year of Challenges and Discovery. My name is Mrs. Krishnan and I am your 7/8th Grade ELA Teacher. My experience in teaching spans 25 years plus- most of which have been in an 8th grade classroom here at Burton. 
     Studying the art of the written word has always been a very special interest of mine. I look forward to sharing this interest with you. Our English Language Arts class will be full of challenges as we explore several different, interesting types of literature. 

We are going to focus on the following agenda:

1. Promotion Criteria

2. Media/pictures release

3. Grading Policy

4. Academic-Agenda
5. Check-list- 
6. ELA Supply List

7. Homework and Class work

8. Classroom Expectations 

9. Absentee Folder

10. Text Book Policy
Promotion Criteria 
All Students in: 
· 8th Grade with no exceptions: need to pass with a ‘C” or higher in all the 4 core subjects (ELA, Math, Science and Social Studies)

· 7th Grade with no exceptions: need to pass with a ‘D” or higher in all the 4 core subjects (ELA, Math, Science and Social Studies)

· Should pass MEAP with a 1 or a 2

· Should reach their individual goal in MIP Testing
· Any absence should be called in (office) and/or accompanied by a doctor’s note

Grading Policy:

· A – 90% - 100%

· B -- 80% - 89%

· C – 70% - 79%
· D – 60% - 69%

· F – 59% and below
· Class work – 30%

· Homework - 10% 
· Reports/Portfolio – 20%

·  Quizzes and Tests 40%
Media/Pictures Release

Please be aware that students’ presentations, activities will be photographed or taped for educational purposes- do let me know if you don’t want your child to be photographed or taped
Academic Agenda:

We have the following textbooks: Prentice Hall (7th and 8th) 
1.  Literature Anthology – 20%
2.  Writing and Grammar – 20%
3. Wordly Wise (Vocabulary Book) – 20%
4.  Novels:  
8th – Outsiders (by S.E. Hinton) and Night (by Elie Wiesel) (estimated Cost $10-12each) – 20%
5. Portfolio (3-ring 2inch Binder) and Supplies (bringing every day) – 20%
Check-List/Progress Report:
 It is sheet that carries all the work/assignments with scores that we will be working on each card marking.  Make sure to check them regularly. The checklist would act as their progress report. They would be sent home once a week. Please sign them.
ELA Supply List
Please buy them in dollar stores or in a pharmacy as they are reasonably priced 

1. Marble-Composition Notebook Hard cover-2

(Please don’t buy any spiral or wiry note books)

2. Report Covers 
- 2

3. Red Pens/ Blue pens - 1Box each

4. Highlighter - 1

5. Protector Sheets
 - 1 pack (50 sheets per report card marking
6. Kleenex Tissues -  box

7. Hand Sanitizer
- 1

8. Dividers - 10(without pockets) (Large size)
9. Markers - 1pack
10. Calculator
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(Office depot/Costco)

11. 2-inch -  3-ring - Presentation Binder -
1

(With a view flap in the front and back)


12. Box of index Tabs -
1box
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Homework
I Homework is an essential part of learning. It needs to be completed every day. Most of the activity will be a follow-up of what we do in class. Sometimes incomplete class work may be assigned as homework. Book reports are a must in my classroom. Please do supervise all the books they bring home/or read as they may contain serious adult content and inappropriate language. Plagiarism is completely unacceptable and will be handled according to district policy.  Plagiarism includes but is not limited to the following criteria: Copying and pasting and/or modifying text from on-line/text/ media. Please go to Burton’s website at weebly.com for Assignments and test reminders.  

Class Work
Worksheets, writing prompts, letter writing, text annotations, discussions, presentations, enactments, movie reviews, Poetry to name a few. LATE ASSIGNMENTS will not be accepted – unless under very special circumstances. Submit them early. All assignments need to be typed.
CLASS EXPECTATIONS
Respect and Responsibility would be emphasized and cultivated

· Attendance, Appropriate Attitude, Attire and Language are a must.

· Basic supplies must be brought to school everyday.

· Students who are in various club activities are responsible to pick up their class-work and complete all work on time.

It is very important as a middle school student to understand every action has a consequence.

Please make sure that you read BIS student code of conduct with your child.

Assignments and homework should be turned in on time.

ARRIVE TO CLASS:

· ON TIME

· Prepared to start work
· Ready to hand in completed Homework, equipped with tools.
·  Follow directions and instructions
RESPECT: 
· The Learning Process
· Authority Figures
· Classmates

· Cultural and Racial Diversity

· School Property

PROCEDURES

· Be on Time

· Remain Seated Until Dismissed

· Raise Your Hand to Be Heard

· Speak only When Acknowledged

· Follow Directions (Put away everything and focus on the teacher when she is talking.)

 We will be following Detroit Public School and Burton International guidelines for positive classroom behavior- includes incentives.

 *A student may be excluded from field trips based on inappropriate behavior. Rudeness, insubordination, disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated.
ABSENTEE FOLDER: {A folder on the teacher's desk.}
· Students who are absent are responsible for picking up their missing assignments from the folder.

· A letter explaining the reason/s for their absence should be accompanied with a request for a re-test or credit for missing work.
· Students have the same number of days to make-up as the days they were absent.
Text Book Policy: Every child will be given a book/s to be taken home. You are responsible any books that comes home. If they are not returned in the condition that was given the parents on your behalf are liable to pay for it.
CONFERENCES: 
You are welcome to discuss any concern regarding your child. 
· You can book an appointment -at the office... 

· You can also reach me by e-mail at … latha.krishnan@detroitk12.org and krishnanela.weebly.com
Thank you, for your support and with both of us working together – our children will achieve their goals faster.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Krishnan
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please read the above information carefully and sign and return the following to me by Friday, September 9th. Thank you.
__________________________   __________________________
    ______________________________

Student name (print)

      parent/guardian name (print)

parent/guardian signature












Contact Information: H- ph.:_________________
C - ph.:___________ -Wk. - ph.: ______________

Email: _________________________
other: _____________________

*Please indicate contact preference.   Thank you.   

